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'PRESS STATEMENT: 11. 1. 71. 
FROM; THE' CHIEF SECRETARY AND MINISTER OF HEALTH (MR. SHARD). 
SUBJECT; LYELL MCEWIN HOSPITAL. 
A 
The Chief Secretary and Minister of Health (Mr. Shard) today hit 
out at certain doctors at the Lyell McEwin' Hospital who claimed 
in "The Advertiser" yesterday that its facilities were inadequate 
He' made the statement yesterday while disclosing that plans for 
the Lyell McEwin Hospital provided for at least 450 beds "by 1981 . 
Mr. Shard said that a statement by at least one of the doctors 
was incorrect. • '1 . 
"The doctors concerned, some of whom have threatened to take 
their practices elsewhere, should have been more careful with 
their homework," he said. 
"For example, the Lyell McEwin Hospital has a total of 160 beds, 
"not 110 as reported in 'The Advertiser1 yesterday. 
"One of the practitioners, Dr. C. I. Magasdi, has claimed that 
the hospital has less than one bed per thousand in the area it 
serves, and this is completely incorrect. 
"The majority of patients admitted are residents of the Elizabeth 
Salisbury and Munno Para districts which have a total population 
of about 110,000. 
"This, of course, gives the hospital approximately 1.5 beds per 
thousand." 
Mr. Shard said that as the hospital was, in effect, a private 
hospital having no public beds, it was obvious that a large 
number of pensioners, low income earners, and people requiring 
highly specialised treatment sought alternative hospital services 
at the Royal Adelaide and Queen Elizabeth hospitals. 
"On the assumption that, in due course, the Lyell McEw<in hospital 
will become a public hospital provison will have to be made to 
provide a comprehensive hospital service for the whole of the 
surrounding c ommunity. 
"It is considered that planning for the future should be at least 
on the basis of 2.5 beds per 1,000, and with this in mind the 
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the Government is taking steps this year to increase the hospital's 
bed capacity to 185. 
"It is planned to increase this to 375 by- 1976, and 450 by 1981." 
Mr. Shard said that additional accommodation would also be provided 
. with the completion of the Modbury Hospital at the end of 1971. 
He said the State Government had been particularly generous as far as 
private hospital facilities in the Elizabeth district was concerned. 
"All costs of building developments and of equipment at the Lyell 
McEwin had been fully met by the Government. 
"The remainder of private hospitals in SA receive only a $1 for $1 
or Z2 for Government subsidy. 
. "In addition the Government has met the full cost s of maintenance 
of the Lyell McEwin's casualty services, invloving substantial payments 
to local doctors taking part in such services on a part time basis." 
Mr. Shard said the Lyell McEwin was receiving adequate blood supplies 
from both the Red Cross transfusion service and the RAH. 
"However it is planned that the hospital will have its own blood 
storage facilities availavle from February 2, this year." 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
